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REPORT 

 

2016 Oxford Residence Week for Entrepreneurship Scholars, July 4
th

 – 8
th

 

Sponsored by the Templeton Education and Charity Trust (TECT) 

 

Introduction 

The Oxford Residence Week for Entrepreneurship Scholars is an innovative initiative on the part of 

Green Templeton College Associate Fellow Saul Estrin (London School of Economics) and Mirjam 

van Praag (Copenhagen Business School and University of Amsterdam), organized for the first time 

in 2012. This ‘informal’ conference facilitates the exchange of new and exciting ideas by bringing 

together leading figures in the field of economics of entrepreneurship and innovation for a week of 

research, discussion and collaboration. Following the success of the previous years and due to 

popular demand for repetition, the 5
th

 Residence Week for Entrepreneurship Scholars took place in 

Oxford between July 3
rd

 and July 8
th

, with the generous support of the Templeton Education and 

Charity Trust. 

 

Participants 

This year, 22 scholars, both established figures 

in the economics of entrepreneurship field and 

promising young talent, representing prestigious 

institutions from Europe and the United States, 

gathered for a week of research and discussion. 

This year’s participants included not only five-

time veterans – for whom the Residence Week 

provides a reference point in the summer – and 

many returning for the second, third, or even 

fourth time, but also newcomers. (For a full list 

of participants, please see page 4.) 

 

Across the five years it has been running, the 

conference has brought together more than 50 researchers from Europe, the United States, Canada, 

and Australia, with around 20% non-European participants every year. The Residence Week has 

always sought to create an optimal mix of new and returning participants, with the share of 

newcomers varying between 16% and 44% for the years 2013-2016. This mix is what allows fresh 

ideas to spread to wider audiences, and contributes to making the event a “truly rewarding week”, as 

H.C. Kongsted suggests. 

  

Venue 

The Residence Week’s academic activities have mainly been held, as in all previous years, in the 

beautiful Osler-McGovern Conference Centre of the Green Templeton College at Norham Gardens. 

The Centre uniquely combines the convenience of a shared office space and the respite provided by 

its garden with the atmosphere of academic excellence characteristic of Oxford. There is also a short 

programme of formal presentations hosted at Saïd Business School on the Wednesday afternoon of 

the Residence Week. 
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Content 

What differentiates the Residence Week from other conferences is the tradition of having a very 

limited predefined programme; the bulk of the time is reserved for discussion and collaboration. 

During the day, people can work on existing projects, collaborate with their colleagues, and plan 

future projects or grant applications. Presentations are then held at 4pm, allowing scholars to create 

an ideal balance between individual research and sharing ideas, and these presentations are open to 

the participation of Green Templeton College fellows. Apart from the four formal presentations at 

the Saïd Business School, all other presentations (up to four per day) are decided upon during the 

week, and intended as a first airing for new ideas. Many participants list this informal setting as a 

unique advantage of the event – indeed, Roy Thurik has suggested that ‘the Residence Week is a 

role model’ in its approach to academic interaction.  

 

This year, the diversity of topics covered during the afternoon sessions reflected the broad spectrum 

of entrepreneurship research, covering the relationship between institutions and entrepreneurship, 

digital entrepreneurship ecosystems, the returns to self-employment and incorporation, and job 

creation by small and young firms. Traditional conferences often require researchers to submit a full 

paper in order to present; the Residence Week, by contrast, offers the possibility to present early 

stage research. Many scholars exploit this opportunity to receive feedback on new ideas or to present 

very preliminary results in a friendly, yet professional environment. Intelligent commentary on early 

stage papers often turns into formal collaboration and co-authorship. Since Residence Weeks 

participants are experts in the field of entrepreneurship research or related fields (e.g., econometrics, 

finance, innovation, or industrial organization), even more advanced projects receive exceptionally 

high quality feedback; as such, most participants list substantial revisions as outcomes of their stay in 

Oxford. Inevitably, many presentations spark intense debates, often continuing late into the evenings. 

 

In addition to the informal seminars, this year’s Residence Week featured a seminar followed by 

drinks and dinner on Wednesday July 6
th

, generously hosted by Nir Vulkan and Thomas Hellmann at 

the Saïd Business School. The seminar, in a more traditional conference format and open to the 

College community, included presentations by Janet Bercovitz (University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign), Laura Rosendahl-Huber (Max Planck Institute, Munich), Joshua Gans (Rotman School 

of Management, University of Toronto), and Erik Stam (Utrecht University), on topics ranging from 

the formation and functioning of teams, to entrepreneurial strategies and within firm entrepreneurial 

undertakings.  
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A welcome addition to this year’s programme was the Thursday meeting with the new Green 

Templeton College Principal, Professor Denise Lievesley, where the group took the opportunity to 

discuss their activities and research during the week and learn more about Oxford and the 

functioning of the College. 

 

Outcomes 

As in previous years, the Residence Week has fulfilled and even exceeded its stated goals. The 

quotes below, derived from this year’s feedback form, give an impression on how the workshop has 

benefitted both new and old participants and has created a long-lasting impulse for the 

entrepreneurship research community. 

 

 “It was my first time at the residence week. Indeed, as a relative newcomer to the 

entrepreneurship field it was greatly beneficial for me to have this opportunity to make new 

connections and to get introduced to such a group of highly engaging researchers” 

 “Published a paper in the Journal of Business Venturing that my colleagues and I worked on 

during last year’s Residence Week and agreed with a colleague to explore a new 

experimental study about managerial behaviour and its psychological foundations” 

 “I was able to work on a revision of a project initiated at last year’s Residence Week with 

Mirjam van Praag and Vera Rocha” 

 “This year, I completed revisions of several papers for re-submission, improved based on 

discussions with and recommendations from colleagues at the Residence Week” 

 “During my last stay I discussed a research idea which resulted in a recent publication (joint 

with another co-author) in Research Policy” 

 “Over the years, collaborations started or developed at the Residence Week have led to 

several papers and, by now, publications including in the Journal of Business Venturing and 

Entrepreneurship: Theory and Practice” 

 

  



  

4 

 

Participants 

 

Zoltan Acs Professor at the School of Public 

Policy, George Mason University; 

Professorial Research Fellow, 

London School of Economics and 

Political Science. 

 

Rui Baptista Chair of Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation, Instituto Superior 

Tecnico, University of Lisbon; 

International Faculty, Carnegie 

Mellon University. 

 

Janet Bercovitz Associate Professor of Business 

Administration, University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

 

Saul Estrin Professor of Management, London 

School of Economics and Political 

Science; 

Associate Fellow, Green Templeton 

College, University of Oxford. 

 

Timothy Folta Wolff Family Chair of Strategic 

Entrepreneurship, University of 

Connecticut. 

 

Orsola Garofalo Assistant Professor, Copenhagen 

Business School. 

 

Thomas Hellmann Professor of Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation, Saïd Business School, 

University of Oxford. 

 

Magnus Henrekson Professor, Director, Research 

Institute of Industrial Economics 

(IFN), Stockholm. 

 

Susanna Khavul Associate Professor, University of 

Texas at Arlington; 

Leverhulme Trust Visiting 

Professor, London School of 

Economics and Political Science. 

 

H.C. Kongsted Professor of Applied Econometrics, 

Copenhagen Business School. 

Alexander Kritikos Research Director, German Institute 

for Economic Research (DIW) 

Berlin. 

 

Adrián Mérida PhD Fellow, Copenhagen Business 

School. 

   

Mirjam van Praag Mærsk Mc-Kinney Møller Chair 

of Entrepreneurship, Copenhagen 

Business School; 

 Professor of Entrepreneurship and 

Organization, University of 

Amsterdam. 

 

Vera Rocha Post-doctoral Fellow, Copenhagen 

Business School. 

 

Laura R. Huber Senior Research Fellow, Max 

Planck Institute for Innovation and 

Competition. 

 

Christian Schade Chair of Entrepreneurial and 

Behavioural Decision Making, 

Humboldt Universität zu Berlin. 

 

Erik Stam Professor, Utrecht University 

School of Economics. 

 

Ute Stephan Professor of Entrepreneurship, 

Aston Business School. 

 

Joacim Tåg Research Fellow, Research Institute 

of Industrial Economics (IFN), 

Stockholm. 

 

Roy Thurik Professor of Economics and 

Entrepreneurship, Erasmus 

University Rotterdam. 

 

Theodor Vladasel PhD Fellow, Copenhagen Business 

School. 

 

Nir Vulkan Associate Professor of Business 

Economics, Saïd Business School, 

University of Oxford.

 


