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Introduction  

The Residence Week for Entrepreneurship Scholars is an innovative initiative on the part of 

Saul Estrin (London School of Economics) and Mirjam van Praag (Copenhagen Business 

School and University of Amsterdam), organised for the first time in the summer of 2012 in 

order to bring together leading figures in the field of economics of entrepreneurship. Following 

the success of the three previous years and due to popular demand for repetition, the 4th 

Residence Week for Entrepreneurship Scholars took place June 29 – July 3, 2015 in Oxford 

with the generous support of the Templeton Education and Charity Trust.  

 

Participants  

Seventeen scholars, major figures in the field as well as promising young talent, representing 

prestigious institutions from Canada, USA, and several European countries, gathered for a 

week of research and discussion. With many participants returning for the second, third and 

some even for the fourth time, the Residence Week has already become a regular summer 

activity for entrepreneurship researchers: “a reference point in the summer” as Maria Minniti 

from the Whitman School of Management at the Syracuse University phrased it.  

 

Venue 

 The residence week’s academic activities were located in the same place as in previous years - 

the beautiful Osler-McGovern Conference Centre of the Green Templeton College at Norham 

Gardens. The Centre uniquely combines the convenience of a shared office space with the 

atmosphere of academic excellence so characteristic of Oxford.  

 

Content 

 What differentiates the Residence Week from other conferences is the tradition of having no 

predefined programme. This ensures an informal setting that many participants list as a unique 

advantage of the event. During the day people can work on their own projects or collaborate 

with their colleagues. Presentations are only organised after 4pm, allowing scholars to create 

the ideal balance between individual research and sharing ideas.  

 

This year, the diversity of the topics presented during the afternoon sessions reflected the broad 

spectrum of the field of entrepreneurship research, touching upon for instance social and 

hybrid entrepreneurship, equity (crowd)funding, decision-making styles, and the impact of 

human capital on start-up performance. The presentations conveyed new insights about the 

behaviour of social and commercial entrepreneurs, corporate managers, and the importance of 

venture capital and other types of equity investors.  

 

Traditional conferences often require researchers to submit a full paper in order to present. The 

Residence Week, on the other hand, offers the possibility to present research projects in an 

early stage. Many researchers exploit this unique opportunity to receive feedback on new ideas 

or to present very preliminary results in a friendly but professional environment. Since the 

participants of the Residence Week are all experts in the field of entrepreneurship research, 

also projects in more advanced stages receive exceptionally high quality feedback. Indeed, this 

year many presentations sparked intense debates, often continuing over dinner and drinks in 

the evenings.  

 

Outcomes  

Just as in previous years the Residence Week fulfilled and even exceeded its stated goals. The 

quotes below give an impression on how the workshop has benefited the participating 2 
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individuals and has created a lasting positive impulse for the entrepreneurship research 

community.  

 

• “ … made significant improvements on a paper we plan to submit in early fall. The 

hospitality provided by Green Templeton College has been invaluable in moving this 

project forward and will be explicitly acknowledged at the time of publication”  

• “ … we got a new and very useful coauthor on board. He is one of the first time 

participants in the Oxford Residence Week” 

• “Resolved some difficult issues around ‘revise and resubmit’ requests from an FT 

listed journal” 

• “This week was a great opportunity for me to share ideas, to discuss common research 

interests, and to start some joint projects” 

• “ … worked over two years on entrepreneurship and economic growth arising from 

discussions at the Residence Week. A paper has now been completed and submitted to 

Review of Economics and Statistics.”  

 

 


