
Snow Scholarship – Frequently Asked Questions 
 

We have been overwhelmed with enquiries about this scholarship. 
 
This FAQ sheet should cover most of the questions potential applicants have asked (see also the 
material on the website here and here).  
 
Competition for the Snow scholarship available in 2020 is expected to be strong. Candidates for 
the scholarship will be selected on the basis of academic potential and the quality and relevance 
of their proposed research, considered against the stated aims of the award. One award will be 
made in 2020. 
 

Note that in order to be considered for the scholarship, you must first be offered a place on one of 
the relevant academic programmes as outlined on the website above. The first step in the 

application process, therefore, is to apply to the preferred programme by the university deadline. 
See above links for details of which January deadlines apply to which programme. Applications 

submitted late cannot be considered. 
 

Am I eligible (in terms of my academic background)? 
This scholarship is for a DPhil (PhD) at Oxford University, so you should be someone who enjoys 

studying and is good at it. The entry requirements are the same as the requirements for admission 
to Oxford generally, though we will take it into account if your illness led (for example) to a 
dropped grade.  Broadly speaking, you’ll need a 1st or a 2.1 at undergraduate level and (if you want 
to start the DPhil direct), a merit or a distinction in your Masters degree. If you don’t have a 
Masters, we may be able to fund you to do one.  
 

Am I eligible (in terms of my illness or condition)? 

The idea behind the Snow scholarship is patient research into their experience of illness. The 
illness can be physical or mental, short-term or lifelong, mild or severe. It can be your child’s 

illness or an illness in a close relative/partner or it could be your own illness. We will make every 
possible adjustment to support you in your studies, but if you are too ill to study for a PhD-level 
qualification, this is not the right opportunity for you.  
 

Is there an age limit? 
No. 

 
I’m from overseas, can I still apply? 

Yes. 
 

What kind of things can I study? 

You can study any aspect of illness, in any way, but it must be research into an illness based on 
patient experience. This isn’t a scholarship for campaigning or lobbying, or for supporting you to 
do a degree into something other than your illness. You must have a research question – that is, a 
question that can be answered through systematic, academic inquiry. The research methods may 
be qualitative (e.g. interviewing people, analysing texts) or quantitative (counting something) or 

both.  
 

How long is a DPhil? (and a Masters?) 
A DPhil is 3 years full time or 6 years half time. A Masters is normally one year. These are 
minimum study requirements. If your illness makes you tired or requires you to take longer over 
your studies, you will need to extend the length of time you spend.  

https://www.gtc.ox.ac.uk/students/how-to-apply/scholarships-bursaries/the-rosamund-snow-scholarship-for-patient-led-research/
https://www.gtc.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Rosamund-Snow-Scholarship-background-and-further-details.pdf


 

Do I need to identify a supervisor? 
If you are selected to receive the scholarship, yes. But finding a supervisor is something we’ll help 
you with. Most likely, one supervisor will be Professor Greenhalgh, so you can name her on your 
application. There will be at least one other supervisor with particular training and skills in the 
topic you’re seeking to study (e.g. if it’s depression, the second supervisor might be a psychiatrist 
or psychologist).  
 
How do I indicate on my application that I want to be considered for the Snow? 
On your application to the university, state that you ‘intend to apply for’ the Snow Scholarship at 

Green Templeton in the relevant Funding section of the application form. 
 

The online application to the university will ask you to supply various documents. We suggest you 
append your statement of interest in the Snow Scholarship to the end of your Research Proposal 
and upload these together in the relevant stage of the application. 
 
Can I have some informal feedback on my proposal? 
Unfortunately, due to illness, the academic lead for the Snow scholarship (Trish Greenhalgh) is 
now unable to provide any informal feedback on potential applications before the university 
admissions deadlines in January.  
 
Can you advise on which of the courses I should apply to? 
See the ‘am I eligible’ question above. As a general rule, if you already have a Masters (merit or 
distinction), then we would suggest you consider applying to the DPhil. If you do not hold a 
Masters degree, you should apply to the MSc.  
 
Who can help with making my application? 

If you have technical questions about submitting your application to the university, please look 
through the application flowchart and/or contact the university admissions team here: 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/applying-to-oxford/getting-started?wssl=1 
 
If you have general questions about the MSc in Translational Health Sciences, you should contact 
the course co-coordinator here: 
ths@conted.ox.ac.uk 
 
If you have general questions about the DPhil in Primary Care, you should contact the graduate 
studies administrator here:  
graduate.studies@phc.ox.ac.uk 
+44 (0)1865 289362 
 
Green Templeton College, which will host the selected Snow scholar, cannot provide academic 
feedback on a research proposal in Trish’s absence, however we can discuss the general eligibility 
criteria outlined above. The College Office team can be contacted on admissions@gtc.ox.ac.uk or 
+44 (0)1865 284591. 
 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/dphil-primary-health-care?wssl=1
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/applying-to-oxford/getting-started?wssl=1
mailto:ths@conted.ox.ac.uk?subject=MSc%20in%20Translational%20Health%20Sciences
mailto:graduate.studies@phc.ox.ac.uk
tel:+44-1865-289362
mailto:admissions@gtc.ox.ac.uk

